U                LET THERE BE SCULPTUHIi

find myself in the room as I loft it, filled with drawings of tho
people of the East Side*

The many races in this quarter were prolific, children by
hundreds played ftpon the hot puvomonts and in tlm alloys.
Upon the fire-escapes and the roofs the ttMimtumi. dwellers
slept for coolness in summer. I know woll tho roof lift* in
New York, where all East Side boys flow kitw ; I know tho
dock life on the East and West Sides, and I swum in tho Kant
River and the Hudson. To reach tho rivor tho hoys From tho
Jewish quarter would hare to pass through the Irish quartor,
and that meant danger and fighta with tho gangs of that
quarter : the children of Irish immigrants.

The Jewish quarter was on one side* bounded by tho
Bowery, and this street at that time was erne long lino of
saloons, crowded at night by visitors to tho city, sailors, and
prostitutes. As a boy I could watch through tho doors at
night the strange garish performers, singers and dancorn |
and the whole turbulent night-lifo was, to my growing and
eager mind, of never-ending interest. I recall Stove ttmdm's
saloon with its windows filled with photographs of famous
boxers, and the floor inlaid with silver dollar*, A lour along
the Bowery, for a boy? was full of excitement, mid when you
reached Chinatown, crooked Mott Street, leading to Poll
Street, you could buy a stick of sugar-caiio for mm eont and,
chewing it, looto into the Chinese shop wutdbwn, and even go
into the temple, all scarlet and gilding, with gilded imagt?*.
The Chinamen had a curious way of slipping into their houstM,
suddenly, as into holes, and 1 used to wonder at the young
men with smooth faces like girls. Chinese children were
delightful when you saw them, although no Chine** women
were to be seen. Along the West Front* on the Hudson aide,
you saw wagons being loaded with large bunches of banana*,
and great piles of melons. Bananas would drop off the over-
loaded wagons; you picked them up> and continued until
you came to the open-air swimming baths with delightful
sea water. I was a great frequenter of these swimming place*,
and went there until they shut down in November for the
wmtfer.